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From: Grace Brahler
To: Schlichting, Dean - FS, OR
Subject: [External Email]FW: USDA Forest Service 2023 McKenzie River small projects Update
Date: Tuesday, June 20, 2023 3:14:37 PM
Attachments: Public_scoping_letter_signed_2023_MRRD_small_projects.pdf


[External Email] 
If this message comes from an unexpected sender or references a vague/unexpected topic; 
Use caution before clicking links or opening attachments.
Please send any concerns or suspicious messages to: Spam.Abuse@usda.gov


Hi Dean, 
 
I’m providing the following brief comment in response to the 2023 MRRD small project scoping notice regarding
2023 Developed Recreation Site Improvements. The scoping document describes the installation of two solar-
power light poles at the parking area and trailhead to Terwilliger/Cougar Hot Springs. The district plans to replace a
defunct light pole and add one more. 
 
While we support efforts to increase safety and security in the parking lot area, we encourage the agency to
ensure impacts of light pollution on humans and wildlife in the area are minimized as much as possible. Many of
our members recreate in the area and enjoy the ability to stargaze amidst dark night skies. Further, artificial lights
at nighttime can negatively impact both migratory birds and nearby nocturnal species, interfering with their
sleeping, breeding, hunting activities, etc. At a minimum, the agency should ensure the lights used are bird-
friendly, low-glare fixtures and are hooded so that light is narrowly directed down toward the parking lot versus
scattered more broadly. 
 
Thank you for considering this comment and please let me know of any questions. 
 
Grace Brahler    (she/her)
Wildlands Director
Cascadia Wildlands    we like it wild.
 
CascWild.org     F​​acebook ​  ​  ​​​​Twitter     IG
PO Box 10455 Eug​ene, OR 97440  -  541.434.1463
 
Cascadia Wildlands defends and restores Cascadia’s wild ecosystems in the forests, in the courts, and in the streets. We envision vast old-
growth forests, rivers full of wild salmon, wolves howling in the backcountry, a stable climate, and vibrant communities sustained by the unique
landscapes of the Cascadia bioregion. Join our movement today.


 


From: USDA Forest Service <forestservice@public.govdelivery.com>
Date: Monday, May 22, 2023 at 9:48 AM
To: Grace Brahler <grace@cascwild.org>
Subject: USDA Forest Service 2023 McKenzie River small projects Update


You are subscribed to 2023 McKenzie River small projects for USDA Forest Service. This information has
recently been updated, and is now available.


2023 MRRD small project map.jpg
Public scoping letter signed 2023 MRRD small projects.pdf


Please review attached small project scoping letter and map.
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 Subject: Small Project (CE) Scoping 



 To: Friends and Neighbors of the McKenzie River Ranger District 



 



Dear Interested Citizen  



The McKenzie River Ranger District (MRRD) on the Willamette National Forest is now seeking 
comment on a variety of upcoming projects. The district will be preparing one EA and 9 
Categorical Exclusions (CE) and they are comprised of:  
2023 Delta EA 
2023 Camp White Branch Improvements 
2023 Big Lake Youth Camp 
2023 Recreation Residence Improvements 
2023 OHV Trail Connector 
2023 Recreation Site Improvements  
2023 EWEB Clear Lake WUI HF 
2023 Fire Prevention signs 
2023 Owl Creek Meadow Restoration 
2023 EWEB Campus Improvements 
 
The project locations are depicted on the map attached to this document. 



2023 Delta EA 



Project Description: The MRRD is proposing to restore the floodplain near the confluence of the 
McKenzie and South Fork McKenzie rivers. Actions related to this expanded restoration project 
would be like those analyzed in the Lower South Fork McKenzie Floodplain Enhancement 
Project EA (2018) (SF EA), including the removal of artificial levees, berms, fill, and riprap and 
other natural sediment deposits within the floodplain, the redistribution of sediment into 
currently incised channels to raise stream bed elevation and the placement of large woody 
material throughout the floodplain and multiple channels. Large wood may be sourced from 
upland areas outside of the project area, or from trees within cut/fill/access/staging areas within 
the project area. Disturbed areas would be rehabilitated or replanted following project 
implementation. Trees would be pushed over with heavy equipment whenever feasible to keep 
rootwads intact. 



The 1900400 road would be fully decommissioned and rehabilitated following implementation 
of the restoration project, including the removal of one road bridge and decompaction of the road 
prism. Future recreational opportunities will be analyzed as part of this project, either in the 
proposed project area, or in an area on the district with similar recreational values, depending on 
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feasibility with restoration objectives.  



The legal description of the location is T16S, R4E, SECS 23 & 24. 



Project Contact: Nick Grant 541-822-7205, nicholas.grant@usda.gov 



2023 Camp White Branch Improvements 



Project Description: The MRRD is proposing to authorize the operators of Camp White Branch 
to modify and expand the shower house and build a shed for winter vehicle storage.   



The project is located at Camp White Branch on FS road 240, just off State Highway 242, the 
legal location is T16S, R7E, SEC 21. 



Project Contact: Megan Jones 541-822-7259, megan.jones@usda.gov  



2023 Big Lake Youth Camp Improvements 



Project Description: The MRRD is proposing to authorize the operators of Big Lake Youth 
Camp (BLYC) to conduct several site improvements: 



Construct a new equestrian center and riding arena that better fit the functional and safety needs 
of BLYC programs and moves the current equestrian center away from the current drain field 
(which will allow for construction of a new Welcome Center, including a registration check-in 
area, a health clinic, guest quarters for clinic staff, and a dedicated year-round space for the camp 
store). 



Construct trails for the equestrian and mountain bike programs. The mountain biking trails were 
destroyed in the recent logging operation, and wilderness and PCT trails are unavailable for 
equestrian use due to USFS restrictions.  



Construct a new maintenance shop and fuel storage area outside the Riparian Reserve (which 
will allow for a remodel of the current maintenance shop for possible use as staff housing, 
classroom/meeting space, and/or winter rental space).   



Construct a new Recreation Center (sports/activity field).   



Construct a new Nature Education Center 



Construction of three (3) new staff housing units.   



Construction of a Guest Lodge. 



The legal description of the location is T14S, R7.5E, SEC 11. 



Contact: Allen Hambrick 541-822-7238, allen.hambrick@usda.gov 



2023 Recreation Residence Improvements 
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Project Description: The MRRD is proposing to authorize owners of Recreation Residence 
cabins in the Delta A tract to make improvements incidental to owning these cabins.  There have 
been four requests submitted as follows: 



1. Delta A lot #33 at 55359 Delta Rd: to construct a new shed 9ft x 14 ft (126 sq ft total) on the 
southwest end of the lot near the cabin driveway. The construction will include materials from 
lumber milled from the dead trees felled on the lot. The shed will be rectangular with a gabled 
dark green metal roof and will be placed on concrete posts.  



2. Delta A lot #36 at 55381 Delta Rd: to construct a 10ft x 12ft (120 sq ft) bedroom addition onto 
the east end of the existing cabin. The addition will match the current width of the cabin and add 
10ft in length. Siding, roof, and paint would all match the existing cabin. The foundation will 
match what is currently at the cabin which is post and concrete block sitting on undisturbed soil. 



3. Delta B lot #3 at 54789 East King Rd: to construct an 8ft x 16ft (128sq ft) shed on the west 
side of the cabin to the north of the existing drain field. The shed will be constructed on block 
and designed to match similar sheds in the cabin tract as well as to the cabin itself. It will have 
barn style doors and a metal roof.  



The project is located at the Delta A Recreation Residence Tract, the legal location is T16S, 
R5E, SEC 16. 



The MRRD is proposing to authorize the owner of Recreation Residence cabin #4 in the Hoodoo 
Cabin Tract to make improvements incidental to owning this cabin. There has been 1 request 
submitted as follows: 



1. Hoodoo lot #4 at 7469 Big Lake Rd: to install a well and septic system for the cabin and 
remove the outhouse. The well shall be surveyed professionally and flagged prior to FS survey as 
well as county permits obtained. Once the well location is determined (most likely approximately 
80ft from the cabin) then the septic and drain field can be determined and proposed.  



The project is located at the Hoodoo Recreation Residence Tract, the legal location is T13S, 
R7.5E, SEC 26. 



Project Contact: Megan Jones 541-822-7259, megan.jones@usda.gov  



OHV Trail Connector 



Project Description: McKenzie River Ranger District is proposing to connect Forest Road 892 
spur to Forest Road 723 between Nash Crater and Potato Hill for OHV trail use. Approximately 
1,158’ would be enhanced trail currently in existence, and Road 462 would be new trail. 



The project area is located in the Santiam Pass area, T13S R7E Section 23, Linn County 



Project Contact: Emily Long 541-822-7210, emily.long@usda.gov 



2023 Developed Recreation Site Improvements 
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Project Description: The MRRD is proposing to make several improvements to developed 
recreation sites throughout the district: 



Install two solar-powered light poles at the parking area and trailhead to Terwilliger/Cougar Hot 
Springs. One pole will replace a defunct light pole next to the parking area and the other will sit 
between the roadway and the trailhead host station. Legal description T17S R5E Section 20, 
Lane County, Elevation Approx. 1,750’. 



Install an automatic fee pay station next to the Proxy Falls parking area and trailhead kiosk that 
will need a cement pad as a footing. Legal description T16S R7E Section 23, Lane County, 
Elevation Approx. 3,286’. 



Create two camp host sites at McKenzie Bridge Campground and Big Lake West Campground. 
There will be simple leveling of the soil surface at McKenzie Bridge Campground with gravel 
placed on top. The site at Big Lake West will not receive leveling and will only have gravel 
placed on the soil surface. McKenzie Bridge Campground: T16S R5E Section 14, Lane County, 
Elevation Approx. 1,200’, Big Lake West Campground: T14S R7 1/2E Section 10, Linn County, 
Elevation Approx. 4,600’. 



Install septic tanks at several camp host sites within established developed campgrounds under 
concessionaire management. Mona Campground: T16S R4E Section 1, Lane County, Elevation 
Approx. 1,350’, French Pete Campground: T17S R5E Section 33, Lane County, Elevation 
Approx. 1,800’, Cold Water Cove Campground: T14S R7E Section 9, Linn County, Elevation 
Approx. 3,120’, Ice Cap Campground: T14S R7E Section 20, Linn County, Elevation Approx. 
2,634’, Olallie Campground: T15S R6E Section 13, Linn County, Elevation Approx. 2,000’, 
McKenzie Bridge Campground: T16S R5E Section 14, Lane County, Elevation Approx. 
1,200’,Big Lake Campground: T14S R7 1/2E Section 2, Linn County, Elevation Approx. 
4,600’,Lookout Campground: T16S R5E Section 6, Lane County, Elevation Approx. 1,350’. 



Install a simple two post, one arm gate within Lookout Day Use and Campground parking lot, at 
the entrance to the boat ramp. Legal description T16S R5E Section 6, Lane County, Elevation 
Approx. 1,350’. 



Install a single stall CXT type restroom on the location of the concrete pad currently used for a 
temporary porta potty placement. A privacy screen will be installed on the concrete pad to aid in 
scenic values, as well as protection from increased use or vandalism from Highway 126 traffic. 
Legal description T16S R5E Section 19, Lane County, Elevation Approx. 1,211’. 



Project Contact: Emily Long 541-822-7210, emily.long@usda.gov 



EWEB Clear Lake WUI HF 



Project Description: Fire and Fuels Management is proposing a hazardous fuels reduction 
treatment in the EWEB / Clear Lake area. The treatment would cover a 603-acre area and broken 
into 5 units.   



The project would use up to four types of treatments: cut/chip, cut/lop and scatter/underburn, 
cut/pile/burn, and cut/pile/burn/underburn. The treatments would be based on fuel loading, 
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environmental factors (i.e. riparian areas, spotted owl habitat) and other restrictions including 
cultural significance. 



The legal description is T16S R05E Sections 19 & 30. 



Project Contact: Dirk Rogers 541-822-7247, dirk.rogers@usda.gov 



2023 Fire Prevention signs  



Project Description: The district is proposing fire prevention signs at 3 locations to help 
communicate with the public of current fire danger and any closures. The signs will be at Hwy 
242, Potato Hill and HooDoo. The sign at Potato Hill has been removed from its current location 
and needs to be placed at a different location. ODOT will also need to be consulted on the 
HooDoo and 242 signs placement. 



Project will include some ground disturbance for sign pole placement and clearing of vegetation 
to improve visibility. 



The legal descriptions are T13S, R7 1/2E Sec23, T13S, R7E, Sec 24 and T16S, R6E Sec 14 



Project Contact: Dirk Rogers 541-822-7247, dirk.rogers@usda.gov 



Owl Creek Meadow Restoration  



Project Description: The McKenzie River Ranger District is proposing to restore up to 10 acres 
of dry to moist meadow habitat along Owl creek. Encroaching trees (<12inches dbh) and shrubs 
will be cut, lopped and scattered and broadcast burned within the meadow complex.  Priority 
invasive plant treatments and seed collections are ongoing and will occur prior to burning.  
Native seed from desired grasses and forbs including tall camas, large headed collomia, blue 
wildrye, yarrow, and river lupine that were collected at Owl Creek meadow will be scattered on 
site after prescribed burning.  



The summer following the planned prescribed burn, 5-10 beaver dam analogs (BDA's) will be 
constructed using on site materials in the incised channels to the north and south of the meadow. 
BDA's would use small diameter trees, slash, cobble and sediment to slow the flow of water in 
incised channels, raising the local water table, increasing water storage later into the year. 



The legal description is T16S R5E Section 24 & 13. 



Project Contact: Dean Schlichting 541-822-7214, dean.schlichting@usda.gov  



2023 EWEB Campus Improvements 



Project Description: EWEB is proposing to install two new manufactured homes, one site built 
garage,  associated wastewater drain fields, and underground utilities. In a separate phase we 
plan to remove existing heavy equipment building and replace it with an larger one. Trees 
removed from the site will be used for aquatic habitat. 
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Location is at the EWEB Carmen-Smith Hydroelectric Project Carmen Campus. The legal 
location is T15S, R6E Section 12. 



Project Contact: Shane Kamrath 541 822 7233, shane.kamrath@usda.gov 



My preliminary assessment is that these proposals fall within a category of actions per 36 CFR 
220 that are excluded from documentation in an Environmental Assessment (EA) or 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and there are no extraordinary circumstances that would 
preclude use of the category. 



2023 Delta EA The District is in the early stages of developing a proposed action, the public will 
have an opportunity to comment on the draft EA sometime in the 2023 calendar year. 



2023 Camp White Branch Improvements: 36 CFR 220.6(e)(3): “Approval, modification, or 
continuation of special uses that require less than 20 acres of NFS lands.” 



2023 Big Lake Youth Camp Improvements: 36 CFR 220.6(e)(3): “Approval, modification, or 
continuation of special uses that require less than 20 acres of NFS lands.” 



2023 Recreation Residence Improvements 36 CFR 220.6(e)(23)" Road management activities 
on up to 8 miles of NFS roads and associated parking areas. Activities under this category cannot 
include construction or realignment.”. 



OHV Trail Connector 36 CFR 220.6(e)(1) "Approval, modification, or continuation of special 
uses that require less than 20 acres of NFS lands.” 



2023 Developed Recreation Site Improvements 36 CFR 220.6(e)(3) "Approval, modification, or 
continuation of special uses that require less than 20 acres of NFS lands.” 



EWEB Clear Lake WUI HF: 36 CFR 220.6(e)(6)"Timber stand and/or wildlife habitat 
improvement activities that do not include the use of herbicides or do not require more than 1 
mile of low standard road construction”. 



2023 Fire Prevention signs 36 CFR 220.6(e)(6)"Timber stand and/or wildlife habitat 
improvement activities that do not include the use of herbicides or do not require more than 1 
mile of low standard road construction”. 



Owl Creek Meadow Restoration 36 CFR 220.6(e)(6) " Timber stand and/or wildlife habitat 
improvement activities that do not include the use of herbicides or do not require more than 1 
mile of low standard road construction. & 36 CFR 220.6(e)(7) Modification or maintenance of 
stream or lake aquatic habitat improvement structures using native materials or normal practices  



2023 EWEB Campus Improvements 36 CFR 220.6(e)(3): “Approval, modification, or 
continuation of special uses that require less than 20 acres of NFS lands. 



 



This comment period is intended to provide those interested in or affected by this proposal an 
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opportunity to provide early and meaningful participation on a proposed action prior to a 
decision being made by the Responsible Official.  



How to Comment and Timeframe  



Written, and electronic comments concerning these actions will be accepted until June 20th, 
2023.  



Written comments must be submitted to: the Project contact, or Dean Schlichting, NEPA 
Planner, 57600 Highway 126 Mckenzie Bridge, OR 97413.  



Persons commenting should include: 1) name, address, telephone number, organization 
represented, if any; 2) title of project for which the comment is being submitted; and 3) 
specific facts and supporting reasons for the Responsible Official to consider.  



Electronic comments must be submitted in a format such as an email message, plain text (.txt), 
rich text format (.rtf), or Word (.docx) should be sent to dean.schlichting@usda.gov . It is the 
responsibility of persons providing comments to submit them by the close of the comment 
period.  



If you have any questions or need further information regarding these proposals, contact the 
project leads which are listed with the description of the projects above. 



Sincerely,  



X
Allen Hambrick
Acting District Ranger



 
ALLEN HAMBRICK 
Acting District Ranger 
 
Enclosures: (1) 2023 McKenzie River small project map 
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